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General Tips 

• Although you might be very familiar with the IELTS question types, it is still 
necessary to read the question fully because the instructions can vary. 

• Understanding the instructions is essential in the four sections of the test. 

• Avoid translation because it reduces your thinking speed. 

• The best and most important tip before the test is to (PRACTICE). 

• Taking practice tests with feedback is very important and useful. 

• However , if you do several practice tests and you do not get the score you 
need, this means you need to work on improving your English first. 

• Do not give too much time to a single question. Mark it and come back to it 
later if you still have time. Spending too much time on one question: 

■ does not guarantee that your answer is correct 

■ will make you lose time to answer the easier questions 

• Do not leave any question unanswered. Answer all the questions even if you 
are not sure of their answers. There is no penalty for guessing. 

• If time is running out, guess. However, never guess unless you are about to run 
out of time. Try to make intelligent guesses. 

• Time is crucial. You must answer as soon as possible. 

• Stay relaxed and focused. Panicking will not do any good for you. If you feel 
nervous, take a deep breath, hold it for 5 seconds, and release it slowly. 

• Make sure that you know how to spell common words that you are likely to use 
in the test like months, days, vertical, horizontal, etc. 
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Test Day Advice 

• Get ENOUGH sleep. Never stay up late before any exam. 

• Make sure of the date, time and place of your test and arrive before its start. 

• Dress comfortably. 

• No break is given between the test sections. Still, you can go out to the washroom 
if you need to. However, be aware that this will at the expense of your test time. 
Therefore, before entering the exam hall, go to the washroom. 

• Have a light meal. Some dates or honey mixed with water is recommended. 

• Mobile phones must be switched off and kept outside the exam room. 

• Bring the same ID which you used when you registered for the exam. 

• Digital wrist watches with recorders are not allowed. 

• The candidates are allowed to bring in: pens, pencils, sharpeners, erasers, water, 
rulers and highlighters. Pencil cases are not allowed unless they are transparent. 
There is no need to bring correction pens as you should use pencils. 

• Invigilators are supposed to have enough stock of the above mentioned stationary 
items if the candidates ask for any of these. 

• Candidates should notify the invigilators if they are not comfortable in their given 
seat in any way (shaky desks, too bright, too dark, too cold, too hot, etc.) or if 
there is any problem with the question papers (illegible/incomplete, etc.). 

• Candidates are not allowed to lend, borrow or communicate with other 
candidates during the exam, (the last seven tips come from Mr. Chris Hawes) 
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IELTS Listening Tips 

Do not give more than one answer in a gap UNLESS the instructions say so. 

Otherwise, both answers will be marked as wrong. 

If you are unsure of the spelling of a word, write an approximation of the way the 

answer sounds. Sometimes you can find it from the exam booklet itself. 

Listen to the instructions carefully because they tell you 

a. which questions to look at before listening and answer while listening 

b. about the general topic of the passage. 


each 


In other words, listen carefully to the introduction to each section. This will give you 
useful information about the situation and the speakers and which questions exactly 
you are supposed to listen to and answer. 


id tne speak' 


Important words & the answers are usually stressed, so listen carefully to such word. 

In order to stay focused, try to listen 'actively', i.e. try to predict the answers just for the 

sake of staying attentive. Many mistakes are made because of the lack of focus. That is 

why you need to listen with a purpose. 

Do not use the time between sections to transfer your answers because there will be 10 

minutes at the end to transfer them. Use this time to read ahead. This is especially true 

at the beginning of the test when there is a lot of time which you can use to read 

Section 4 questions. However, do not forget to listen to the instructions and topic of 

Section 1 as you might be busy reading ahead Section 4. 

Listen in chunks. It is not necessary to understand every single word to be able to 

answer the questions. 

Practice listening through the media like watching the BBC. This is important not only to 

develop your listening skill but also to develop your language in general. 


able, c 
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In almost every IELTS listening test, you need to write the name of a day or month. 

Therefore, make sure that you know exactly how to spell days and months. Otherwise, 

you might lose easy marks. 

It is also possible to write dates. All standard ways of writing dates are acceptable 

way to write a date is simply to write the number and the month as in (15 July). 

If you miss something while listening, do not worry. Move on and focus on what is next. 

Otherwise, you will miss other things and increase your losses. 

In other words, do not panic if you miss one question. Look ahead and concentrate on 

the next one. 

What is heard from the CD and what is written on the question paper are not the same 

words. They are often paraphrases/synonyms. 

Check that your answers are given in grammatical English. For example, if there is the 
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article 'a' before the gap, it means that you have to supply a singular noun rather than a 
plural one. Another example is when a gap is preceded by infinitive 'to' as in (he wants 

to ). This gap should be filled by a verb in the base form not with -ing. 

When you transfer answers to the answer sheet, do not transfer printed & paraphrased 

words. For example, if the question on paper says (I own a ) and you hear the 

speaker saying (I have a car), only transfer the word (car) and there is no need to write 

(have a). This is because (have) is simply a paraphrase of (own) and (a) is already printed 

on paper 

Always write numbers as figures rather than letters in order to save time and avoid 

spelling mistakes unless the instructions tell you to write words only. 

While listening, it is not necessary to write the answers in full on the question paper. 

Use your own abbreviations. This will help you save time and focus on answering the 

other questions. You can write them in anyway you like. The question paper will not be 
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marked. Later on, when you are given the 10 minutes to transfer your answers, make 

sure that they are correctly-spelled. 

When the speaker is about to say a number or spell out a word, get ready to listen 

carefully and write quickly because numbers and spellings are usually said quickly. This 

shows another benefit of prediction. 

Do not confuse letters with similar ones such as (k & q), (j & g), (p & b), 

In British English, note that when the /r/ sound comes after a vowel, it is not 

pronounced, but you still should spell it out as in (scar) and (care). 

Another common mistake is confusing 80 with 90, 15 with 50 etc. 

If you see a complicated question, spend the time given to look at its questions rather 

than examining the other ones. 

Whenever you are required to give a number as an answer, include the suitable units 

UNLESS they are already included in the answer sheet. Examples of measurement units 
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are like cm, $, years, am, pm, etc. 
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While listening and following on the exam sheet, you need to be patient and not to 

hurry things up by writing down the first possible answer you hear. Often the speaker 

changes his or her mind or makes a correction. 

The example done at the beginning of each IELTS listening question can be useful as an 

example of how to answer the question. 

Note that there is no break between questions in Section4. 

All the questions follow the order in which the information occurs in the recording 

except in some questions like multiple choice. 
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In both reading and listening, you should consider the following when transferring 
answers onto the answer sheet 

> Transferring the answers to their correct places 

> Spelling & word limit (a hyphenated word is counted as one) 
If you misplace some answer(s) while transferring them onto the answer sheet, you 
have 2 choices to correct this mistake: either use arrows to match between the number 
and its answer or write the question number next to its answer. 


sheet, vou 
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The following are some tips related to specific IELTS listening questions. 

• In note completion questions, if the instruction is to fill a gap with one word only and 
you think that the answer is 2 words, write it as one word as in (businessman) which 
sounds like 2 words, but actually it is one. 

• In matching questions, the items with numbers appear in the order in which you hear 
them, but the ones with letters do not. (Source: Top Tips for IELTS Academic) 

• In multiple-choice questions, elimination of wrong answers is sometimes more helpful 
than finding the correct answer. 

• In multiple-choice questions, circle the topic of each question in order to stay focused. 

• In labeling questions, listening and following the diagram might be confusing. 
Simply follow the logical order of numbers or letters in order not to be confused. 

• In gap-filling questions, be aware that some of the answers may come quickly one after 
the other. Therefore, be prepared to listen carefully and write quickly. 

• In note completion questions, sometimes it is difficult to listen to the correct answer 
while listening. Therefore, try to take notes while listening; then during the time for 
transferring/checking answers, choose the most suitable answer from your notes. 
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In note completion questions and most questions, make sure that you skim them before 
listening so that it is easier to follow and fill in the gaps. 

In note completion, again make sure that your answer does not repeat words already 
written on the question paper. 

For example, the question could be (Price: $), and you hear the answer as "7 

dollars"; you should write "7" only because the word "dollars" is already provided by the 
symbol $. Therefore, do not repeat words. 
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IELTS Reading Tips 

• This is the most challenging section in the IELTS mostly because of time. 

• Do not waste time reading, enjoying, and completely understanding the passage. 
Once you have answered a question, move immediately to the next one. 

• There are several approaches regarding how to deal with an IELTS reading passage. 
Here is a simple approach. Try if it works for you. 

1. Read the title, sub-titles, the entire first paragraph and the topic 
sentence of every paragraph. 

2. Start answering the questions. 

• The first step above will help you: 

■ to grasp the overall idea of the passage 

■ to find/locate answers easily 

• if you skim a paragraph, note down its main idea as this will save you time and effort. 

• You cannot answer/deal with all the IELTS reading questions in the same way. 
In order to answer them, you need to use one or a combination of the following 
reading strategies: reading in detail, skimming, and/or scanning, 

• Do NOT spend much time on a single question in order not to miss other questions. 

• If you cannot do a particular question, leave it and go on to the next. 
Return to that question later when you become more familiar with the passage. Put 
a mark next to this question on the answer sheet so that you can find it quickly. 

• Read the instructions carefully for all the questions: many task types contain 
variations, and it is possible to confuse them if you do not check carefully what you 
are required to do. 
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For example, they want you to provide YES rather than TRUE. Sometimes they want 
to provide ONE WORD ONLY. Sometimes, they tell you that a paragraph you need to 
complete is a summary of a specific section of the passage. Thus, there is no need to 
search for the missing words in any other section. 


/Ov 


Never give more than one answer for one question unless the instructions say so. 
Even if one of the two answers is correct, it will not be marked as correct. 
It is extremely important to pace yourself so that you do not run out of time without 
answering all the questions. Thus, you should budget almost 20 minutes for each 

y 

passage INCLUDING the transfer time. 


Use the skill of scanning to find answers quickly. How? 
Choose a keyword in the question and scan for it. A good scanning word is not 
repeated in the text a lot and difficult to paraphrase (such as numbers and proper 
nouns). When you find it, read around it to find the answer. 

However, scanning is not always enough because some questions use paraphrase 
and synonyms. In this case, you need to be able to identify paraphrase. 
In order to scan effectively, scan from left to right, and from right to left when you 
move to the next line. This will save your time and help you focus on the word that 

you are scanning for. ej^LSMi^S^S^S^SI 

(Source: Tips for IELTS by Sam McCarter & published by Macmillan) 

• Some questions, such as (matching headings), test your general understanding of the 
text. If there is no keyword in the question or scanning does not help, reading the 
topic sentences of each paragraph, which is the first step of the approach above, 
should help you locate the answer. 

• Read faster by reading words in groups/chunks rather than word by word. 
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In order to force your eye to act quickly while scanning or skimming, move a pen 

along the lines which you are reading. 

Don't forget that some questions, such as (matching headings), can come before the 

passage. That is why make sure that there are no questions before the passage. 

Don't worry if you don't understand every word. It may not be necessary to 

understand all the words in order to answer the questions correctly. 

Understanding the text structure (how it is organized) can be very helpful in locating 

answers. For example, in texts which are arranged chronologically, a question that 

asks you about the present should have its answer in the final paragraphs whereas a 

question asking about the distant past should have its answer in the first few 

paragraphs. 

When you read the topic sentence of every paragraph, you will know what it is 
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about. Depending on this, try to determine which paragraph contains the answer. 

• We can save time if you can jump straight to the right paragraph instead of skimming 
whole paragraphs to locate an answer. Consequently, try to remember what you 
learned from the first/topic sentences. For example, if the first paragraph is about 
poets, and if the second is about poetry, and a question asks about poetry, the 
answer should be in the second paragraph. 

In both reading and listening, consider the following when transferring answers onto the 

answer sheet 


0» 


eet 

> Transferring the answers to their correct places 


> Spelling (most answers are already written in the passage, so you just need 
to transfer them with care) 

> The number of words (note that hyphenated words count as single words) 
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The following are some tips related to specific IELTS reading questions. 

• In sentence completion questions, your knowledge of grammar can be useful. The 
answers must fit logically and grammatically. For example, if you have the following: 

(this is a challenge), you can easily conclude that the word in the gap must be 

an adjective beginning with a consonant rather than a vowel. 

Another example is the following: "The police believe the driver of a lost control 

of the vehicle". This must be a singular noun, not a plural one, beginning with a 
consonant, since the word before the gap is the indefinite article "a". 

• One type of matching questions asks you to match a person mentioned in the 
passage with his/her paraphrased view. To answer such a question, 

o Scan for the first name in the box, 

o Identify his/her opinion in the text 

o Decide which statement in the question is a paraphrase of his/her opinion 

• You are advised to skip time-consuming questions like matching sentences in order 
not to miss the easier questions. You can get back to them later. An example is a 
question like this (all the following are true/mentioned in the passage EXCEPT ...). 
Such a question is time-consuming because you need to check that all the other 
choices exist in the passage in order to identify the choice that is not mentioned. 

• In the question that asks you to match headings with paragraphs, skim one of the 
required paragraphs and then choose the most suitable heading. 
In (True/False/Not Given), you can use abbreviations: T for True, F for False and NG 
for Not Given. The same applies for (Yes/No/Not Given): Y for Yes and N for No. do 
In (T/F/NG), statements that look logical are sometimes (Not Given). Such 
statements are there to trap candidates into believing the statement is true. 
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Don't go back to the beginning of the passage for each question when you know 
from the task type, like that the answers will come in the order of the passage as in 
the T, F or NG question. 

In summary completion questions, the summary may be based on a part of the text 
rather than all of it. How can you tell? You can know so by either reading the 
instructions carefully or by looking at the title of the summary. In this way, you can 
locate the area of the text which includes the answers. 

(Source: Top Tips for IELTS Academic) 

If there is a question about names in the passage, underline them whenever you see 
them. This will help you find the answer more easily* /^ 
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IELTS Academic Writing Tips 

General Tips for Both Tasks (1 & 2) 


& 


• In the two writing tasks, you need to divide your time into the following stages 

1) Pre-writing: 

S understand/analyze the question (both parts: the topic & task) 

•S brainstorm ideas 

S & plan/organize your essay 

2) Writing 

3) Post-writing: edit it (spelling, grammar, word number, clarity, etc.) 

• Observe the tense. Simply use some logic to decide on the right tense. For example, if 
you write about an action that started and finished in the past, use the past simple. 

• Do not double space your writing as there is not enough room for that. 

• Indent & skip a line to indicate a new paragraph. 
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• Do not copy any part of the task frame. This will be deducted from the word count. You 
can paraphrase it. 

• Do not write in bullet points; write in paragraphs. 

• Pace yourself. Thus, Taskl should take almost 20 minutes while Task2 should take 40. 

• To make sure that you give the proper time to each task, start with Task2. Remember 
Task 2 is worth more marks. 

• It is extremely important to read the IELTS Band Descriptors that can tell you what 
examiners want to see in your answers. These are available at www.IELTS.org . 

• Looking at these descriptors will tell you that grammar is important but not as important 
as achieving/addressing the required task, good organization and clarity. 

15 
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Read the task carefully. Make sure you address all parts of the task. In other words, do 
exactly what the task requires you to do. 

If you face an uncommon/unfamiliar writing task, make sure that you do what they ask 
you to do. For example, if you are asked 

o in a Taskl to describe a map and choose the most suitable location for a shop, 

make sure that you compare between the different locations and choose the 

most appropriate one. 
o in a Task2 to discuss (how realistic are people when expecting happiness 

throughout their lives?), again make sure that this question is answered directly 

and clearly. 
If you do not understand the question, write about what you have understood. This is 
much better than not writing at all. In such a case, you will lose marks only on one 
element of the evaluation criteria, but still you will get what you deserve on the others, 
which is again much better than getting nothing. Achieving the task is only one of the 
four evaluation criteria. 

Try not to use/repeat the same words. Use synonyms in order to show the range 
vocabulary you have. The more various vocabulary you use, the higher your band is. 
Do not start a sentence with (and, but, or) because their function is to link two ideas 
within one sentence (compound sentences) as in (he is OK , and I am OK too). 
All your sentences should make sense. The more you care about clarity, the better your 
language and ideas will become. Simply imagine yourself as the reader. Language 
mistakes that do not affect clarity/intelligibility are less likely to affect your band. 
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In the post-writing stage, remember the following: 
o All your sentences have subjects and verbs. 

o All your sentences start with a capital letter and finish in a full-stop. 
o Long sentences should be avoided in order not to lose control of them. If they are 


too long, divide/break them down. 


-O 


& 


While you are practicing, it is very useful to use the following editing checklist. It tells 
you about what to do and what not to do on an IELTS writing task. It tells you in a 
simplified way most of the things the examiner will be looking for in your answer. 


Criterion 

Checklist 

Task 

o 

Are all the parts of the question answered? 

achievement 

o 

Are the ideas developed and supported? 


o 

Are the ideas relevant to the topic? 


o 

Is the writer's position clear? 


o 

Is the essay at least 250 words? 

Coherence & 

o 

Can the reader understand easily? 

cohesion 

o 

Are the ideas logically organized into paragraphs? 


o 

Are there appropriate linking words to show the relationship 



between ideas and sentences? 

A 

Are appropriate pronouns used? 

Lexical 

o 

Is the vocabulary formal and varied? 

resource 

o 

Are the correct forms used? 


o 

Is the spelling mostly accurate? 

Grammatical 

o 

Do all sentences have subjects and verbs? 

range & 

o 

Is there a variety of sentences 

accuracy 


(simple, compound and complex)? 

• 

o 

Are the correct tenses used? 


o 

Is punctuation correct? 
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Transition words are necessary for better cohesion between sentences. See below. 

Transitional Phrases 


Purpose/Use 

Examples 

To list 

First, second, finally, last, etc. (do not use 'finally' to conclude 
your essay; use it only at the end of a list) 

To show time sequence 

Now, then, previously, meanwhile, etc. 

To show spatial sequence 

In front of, next to, beside, etc. 

To exemplify 

For example, for instance, to exemplify & to give an example 

To show logical sequence 

thus, therefore, consequently, etc. 

To compare/show similarities 

Similarly, likewise, in the same line of, etc. 

To contract/show differences 

however, on the other hand, in contrast, conversely, etc. 

To show concession 

Nevertheless, yet, still, 

To explain/clarify 

To explain, to illustrate, that is, in other words, to put it 
differently, etc. 

To conclude 

as a conclusion, in conclusion, to conclude, to sum up, overall, 
in a nutshell, etc. 


Please note that the above table is meant to give you a general idea. If you want accurate 
information about how to use transitions, please refer to the individual entries of the examples 
above at www.OxfordAdvancedLearnersDictionary.com 

Do not use contractions. Write full forms to be formal and increase your word count. 

In both the writing and speaking sections, you need to use a variety of structures like 

complex and comparative sentences. 

Again and again, organization and clarity matter a lot. Make sure that your writing is 

organized/logically paragraphed so that the reader can easily follow what you want to 

say. Needless to say, clarity is equally important for this purpose. 

There are two possible problems with paragraphing: either there is none or it is illogical. 

Illogical paragraphing includes starting a new paragraph without starting a new 

idea/point with it. 

Below is a collection of expressions and structures useful when writing Tasks 1 & 2. 

(Source: IELTS Express Intermediate by Richard Hallows, Martin Lisboa & Mark Unwin) 
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IELTS 


.ANGUAGS BANK 

Writing Module 


Academic Task 1 


Making an overview statement 

We can see from the chart/table ... 
The chart/Table shows (us that) ... 

introducing an overall trend 

From an overall perspective ... 
Looking at the figures, we can see that 
One of the first things to note is that ... 
It is (generally} true to say that ... 
One thing that clearly stands out is ... 

introducing 3 point of interest 

It is interesting to see that ... 
A striking point is that ... 
Interestingly/Surprisingly ... 

introducing supporting detail: 

For example ...; For instance ... 

More specifically ...; Moreover ... 

This fact is borne out (by the figures) when we look at 

Comparing data 

There is three times as much X as Y 

In comparison to X, Y is ... 

The former/latter ... 

The percentage/amount/quantity of X is (not) -er than Y 

There are (slightly/significantly) more/fewer X than Y 

There are twice as many X as Y 

Approximating 

approximately/about/roughly 
just above/over/under/below 
a little/slightly less/more than 


Academic Task 2 


Presenting an impartial opinion 

It is often argued/said that ... 

It is generally agreed that ... 

Some/Many people believe/say/think/feel/argue that 


ii. .-: 


on the other hand 


Outlining contrasting views 

Despite claims that ... 
While/Whereas it may be true that 
On the other side of the argument, ... 
However/Nevertheless/Despite (the fact that) 

Refuting an argument 

Although some believe that .... we should consider ... 
Critics may say ... . However, ... 

it could be argued that ...; It is difficult to accept this as ... 
While it might be argued that ..., the truth of the matter is 
Though it is true that we should also bear in mind that 

Describing cause and effect 

Consequently, ...; 
As a result, ...; 
This means that ... 


Describing trends 

(The figures) increased/rose/went up from ... to ... 

(The figures) decreased/dropped/fell from ... to ... 

... dramattcally/sharply/significantly/steadily/gradually/ 

Slightly/slowly, ... 

... over the year/in the same period/between X and Y. 

There is/was a steady/gradual/sudden ... 

There is/was a(n) (upward/downward) trend 

There is/was little/no change 

rise/increase between/from ... to ... 

fall/decrease/drop/dip/decline between/from ... to ... 

fluctuated between ... 

reached a peak/high/low point of ... 

doubledAripfed within (the period) 

levelled off; ... remained (fairly) constant/stable 

Time referencing 

From the beginning of this period 

From then until March; Between March and June ... 
During this period ...; ... ending the year ... 
Once/When/As soon as 

Making forecasts 

The trend looks set to continue 

... is/are/seems likely to ...; ... is/are estimated to 
... is/are predicted to ... 


.cribing a process 

First ... . Then/Next/After that ... . Finally 
as soon as; before 

Passive, voice . . ..„...„.. .,-.!■:.<.. 


The X is made/done ... 

After X has been completed, Y is initiated 


Providing supporting evidence 

From my experience ... 
A good example of this ... 
For instance ... 
But this is not the case for ... 
... highlights the point 

Attributing cause 

Owing to .../On account of .../Due to 

Linking arguments/reasons 

Furthermore/Moreover/In addition ... 
For one thing .... for another ... 

Giving a personal opinion 

In my opinion, ... 

I (generally) agree that ... 

I think that it's reasonable to say that 

I tend to think that ... 


ing 

In short/conclusion/summary... 
To conclude/summarise/sum up... 
Overall, 1 think the most important thing is 
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Task 1 Writing Tips 

In Taskl, the organization of your answer should be as follows: 

1. Your first paragraph (the introduction) is an overview. No overview means a 
maximum of band 5 on (Task Achievement). How to write an overview? It is 
similar to the sentence in the original question; write a paraphrase of it (NOT a 
copy). You also need to add more to the overview. For example, if you have to 
describe a bar graph or a line graph, add two more sentences detailing what the 
horizontal and vertical axes represent. (Jacklin, 2001) 
Remember that place expressions should come before time expressions as in (the 
bar graph describes the eating habits in China in 2007 ). 

2. In the body paragraph, describe it by comparing and contrasting the 
main/interesting features. Do not write about everything or just recount details 
mechanically. If you just recount mechanically, you will be making two mistakes: 
the first one is focusing on minor details rather than on the main features, and 
the second one is not comparing & contrasting these features. 

3. In the conclusion, write a general observation about something distinct. 

Make sure what the numbers stand for: are they percentages or ordinary numbers 

(millions/ thousands/ etc.)? Do numbers refer to people, dollars, etc.? 

If describing a line graph, vertically divide the graph into its main parts. In this way, 


2 


each part will have a sentence in the body. Mark also the highest and lowest points 
to write about them. Vertically dividing the graph into main stages will ensure not 
missing any main feature and will help you compare & contrast between the 
different trends of the graph. (Source: The IELTS Tutor video) 
Do not include any opinions or personal comments. To clarify, do not use subjective 
expressions like (I think) because Taskl is not about opinions. 
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Use the correct tense depending on the information presented in the 
chart/diagram/table. It simply depends on logic. If you are describing a trend in a 
period that started and finished in the past, the sentence must be in the past simple. 
If you are describing information about the future, use such structures as: it is 
(expected/projected/predicted/estimated) that .... ; will or going to. 
Use brackets for categories mentioned in charts and graphs. 
Whenever you describe a feature, support it with a number from the graph. 
If given a map and asked to choose a location on it, discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of each location based on information from the map. 
Common problems to avoid in Taskl are: mechanical recounting, no overview, 
focusing on details rather than main features, and not comparing between them. 
Use reference phrases such as: 

> According to the chart, ...^ 

> It can be seen from the chart that 


es as: it 


> The chart shows/describes/illustrates ... 
Avoid illogical/unnecessary passives as in (the consumption was increased) instead of 
(the consumption increased) 

Almost every sentence in the body paragraph of your Taskl should include the 
following elements: a transition, a piece of information. This piece of information 


ne 




should be supported by answering the questions (how much? where? & when?) as 
needed. An example of this would be (In addition, the percentage of male students 


had an increase of 40% in Ireland in 2000). (Source: The IELTS Tutor video) 
If there are more than one graph/chart, look for ways to compare/link their data. 
Think about varying your vocabulary. For example, if the graph is about jobs, you can 
use words like 'occupations', 'types of employment', etc. 
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How do we organize our answer if given 
more than one graph/table/diagram? 

1. The introduction: write an overview of both graphs (as explained above) 

2. The body: write a separate body paragraph for each graph. 
This is called (comparing within ). 

3. The conclusion: compare between both graphs focusing on the main features. 
This is called (comparing between ). It is important to link between both. 


~v 


In this way, your answer should consist of 4 paragraphs if there are two graphs. 
Write clear signals at the beginning of each paragraph to help the examiner 
appreciate the way you organize your answer: 

o For the second paragraph which discusses the first graph, start with signals 

like: (on the one hand, regarding/concerning the first graph) 
o For the third paragraph which discusses the second graph, start with signals 
like: (on the other hand, moving to/ regarding /concerning the second graph) 
o For the last paragraph which compares between both graphs, start with signals 
like: (when we compare both graphs together / when we look at both graphs 
as a whole, it can be seen that ... ) 
This way of organizing your answer can be used sometimes even when there is only 
one graph or table. For example, if the task is to describe a table with 2 columns, 


£. 


describe the main features of each column in a separate body paragraph 
(comparing within ) 
o compare between the two columns in the conclusion (comparing between ) 
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Below is some language useful to describe line graphs. It is called (the language of 
change). However, avoid using it when describing other types of graphs especially 
when there is no reference to time; the language of change needs the presence of 


the time element. 

Useful language 

Expressing changes 

to rise / a rise 

to increase / an increase 

to go up 

to double 

to reach a peak 

to hold/remain steady 
to be stable 
to be constant 
to level off y 

to fluctuate 
a fluctuation 

to decrease / a decrease 
to decline /a decline 
to fall /a fall 


t 


I 


^v 


slight / slightly 
gradual /gradually 
steady / steadily 

dramatic / dramatically 
steep / steeply 
sharp/ sharply 

Time expressions 

for the period 

since 1999 

for five years 

between 1990 and 2001 

in 1987 


/ 


(Source: Objective IELTS Intermediate by Michael Black & Wendy Sharp and published by 
Cambridge University Press) 


$ 


1? 
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Task 2 Writing Tips 

Generally, a Task2 essay should consist of four paragraphs: one for the introduction, 
another for the conclusion and two body paragraphs. 
The introduction consists of 3 elements: a hook, background, and thesis statement. 
1. The hook should introduce the essay in an interesting way by asking a relevant 
question or giving a surprising relevant fact. L) 


XV 


2. The background explains the issue. 
To do that in IELTS Writing Task 2, paraphrase the first part task frame as in: 
(Some people think/argue/believe that while/whereas others believe ) 

3. The thesis statement is the most important in the introduction because it tells 
the reader exactly what you are going to discuss. 

What is mentioned in the thesis should be discussed in the body and vice versa: 
what is discussed in the body as a main point should be in the thesis. 
To do that in IELTS Writing Task 2, paraphrase the second part of the task frame 
which tells what you are required to do. 

• The body paragraphs should reflect the thesis statement and vice versa. Each body 
paragraph should include one central idea, which is developed by things like 
quotations, examples, statistics and other details. 

• The conclusion must repeat your opinion and summarize the whole essay. There is 
nothing new in the conclusion. 

• In any Task2 question, make sure that your introduction & conclusion answer the 
essay question directly & clearly. 

• In any Task2 question that asks for your opinion, make sure you express it clearly in 
both the introduction & conclusion. 
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How to organize a Task 2 essay depends on the question itself, so read it carefully. 
The two most common IELTS Writing Task 2 questions are: 

o Discuss both views and give your opinion. 

o (To what extent / how far) do you agree or disagree? (or) 

What are your opinions/views on this (issue)? 


J$ w 


Regarding the first type (discuss both views and give your opinion), state your 
position in the introduction and conclusion and discuss each position in a separate 
body paragraph. In such a question, you do not have a choice: you must discuss both 
sides of the argument and state your position in the introduction and conclusion. 
Use the following sentence as your thesis statement: 
In the (following) paragraphs (below) / in this essay, I am going to discuss/shed light 
on both points of view and conclude with my own position. 

Regarding the second type (to what extent do you agree or disagree?), there are two 
possible ways of organizing your answer depending on your position towards the 
issue in the question. In order to be clear and specific in terms of position and 
language, pay attention to the following points. 
> If you agree/disagree completely, state this position and reasons for 

agreeing/disagreeing in both the introduction and conclusion. Then, each body 
paragraph will discuss one of these reasons. There is no need to discuss both 


X 


views. What matters is your opinion and supporting it. 
Use a statement like the following as your thesis statement: 


(Personally/in my opinion/from my point of view/as far as I am concerned/when it 

comes to me), 

(I agree with the first/former opinion/position/view because ...) 

or (depending on your position) 
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(I agree with the second/latter opinion/position/view because ...) 
> If you agree partly, state this position in both the introduction and conclusion. 
Then, your first body paragraph can be about why you agree partly, and the 
second one about why you disagree partly. However, if follow this path, there is 


a risk that your position might not be clear enough to the reader/examiner, which 

is essential when answering any Task2. 

Use a statement like the following as your thesis statement: 

(Personally/in my opinion/from my point of view/as far as I am concerned/when it 

comes to me), (I agree partly with both opinions/positions/views) 


A — Agree 


B — Disagree 


C - Neutral 


INTRODUCTION 

> Opening — general 
statement introducing 
the topic 

> Background 
information. 

>* Scope and thesis 
statement of 
agreement. 


BODY PARAGRAPH 1 

(Reason 1 & 
justification) 

> Topic sentence /main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 

> Supporting sentence 3 


BODY PARAGRAPH 2 

(Reason 2 & 
justification) 

> Topic sentence /main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 

> Supporting sentence 3 


CONCLUSION 

> Restatement of your 
opinion. 

> Summary of your Tnain 
points. 


INTRODUCTION 

> Opening — general 

statement introducing 
the topic 

> Background 
information. 

>* Scope and thesis 
statement of 
disagieement. 


BODY PARAGRAPH 1 

(Reason 1 & 
justification) 

> Topic sentence/ main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 

> Supporting sentence 3 


BODY PARAGRAPH 2 
(Reason 2 & 
justification) 

> Topic sentence/ main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 

> Supporting sentence 3 


CONCLUSION 

> Restatement of your 
opinion. 

> Summary of your Tnain 
points. 


INTRODUCTION 

> Opening — general 
statement introducing 
the topic 

> B ackground 
information. 

>* Scope and thesis 

statement of neutxality . 


BODY PARAGRAPH 1 

(Reason for agreement 
& justification) 

> Topic sentence /main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 

> Supporting sentence 3 


BODY PARAGRAPH 2 

(Reason for 
disagreement & 
justification) 

> Topic sentence /main 
point 

> Supporting sentence 1 

> Supporting sentence 2 


CONCLUSION 

> Restatement of your 
opinion. 

> Summary of your main 
points. 


(Source: How to prepare for IELTS Writing by the English Language Center at the City University of 
Hong Kong) 
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IELTS Speaking Tips 

Questions are in the form of yes/no questions, but actually they are not. You 
always need to expand by giving details, justifications, and examples. 


Sometimes, you might receive such a question as (describe a public event 
you attended). If you have never attended a public event, what shall yo 


Cv 

.. _.ent 
you do? 


It is not possible to ask the examiner to change the question. In this case, you 
have two options: 

o either discuss the reasons why you have never attended one, 

o or describe a private event. 


ters; what 


The examiner does not care about answers; what s/he cares about is to 

Candidates are, therefore, free to move from a topic they know little or 

nothing about to a topic they can talk about. A candidate who is asked, for 

example, to talk about the last film she saw could, if coming from a 

conservative family where movie viewing is forbidden, talk about why she 

has never watched a film. 

> J 
Candidates should avoid requests to topic change. "Can I talk about a 

magazine I have read instead of a book?" as the examiner is not allowed to 

answer. Instead, candidates should just go ahead and change the topic by 


^ 


providing some opening like, "With all the reading I do for school, I don't 

fr 

actually like reading books. Instead, I like reading fashion magazines, so let 
me tell you about an interesting article I read last week..." 
(Source: Mr. Chris Hawes) 


27 


ep talki 


S 


darouzy@gmail.com 

In other words, the speaking test is only an assessment of speaking; not 
an assessment of general knowledge. As such, there are no right or wrong 
answers. Therefore, do not care about getting the right ideas because this 
might impinge your fluency. 
Do not worry about giving good answers; what you should focus on is: 

a. To speak fluently (without hesitation, pauses or correction; just keep talking) 

b. To speak clearly and intelligibly 

c. To use more formal and various vocabulary (avoid repetition) 

d. To use various/complex grammatical structures accurately 
When you are asked a question, do not think about the answer a lot. 
Fluency is very important. Say the first thing that occurs to your mind. 
Try to answer/give examples about things familiar to you and easy for you to 
talk about in English. For example, if you are asked about your favorite food 
and you do not know its translation, it is not necessary to say it. Just say the 
name of any food you know in English like pizza, fish & chips, etc. 
One factor that affects students' fluency is thinking about the answer while 
speaking. You can 'buy time' to think and avoid pauses by using fillers and 
transitions like (to tell you the truth, honestly, to be honest with you, 
actually, fortunately, unfortunately, you know, as a matter of fact, this is 
debatable/controversial, it's hard to predict, this is unpredictable, that's an 
interesting point/question) 

Try to keep talking till the examiner asks you to stop. 

If you could not hear the question, you can ask the examiner to repeat for 
you. However, if you do not understand the question, you cannot ask 
him/her to explain it. The examiner will never paraphrase or explain the 
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question. S/he will only repeat it especially in Parts 1 & 2. 

In this case, speak about what you have understood because achieving the 

task is NOT even one of the four evaluation criteria. 

To prepare for Part2, practice speaking at length for a minimum of 100 

seconds till you are comfortable, fluent and accurate. 

The card in Part2 is helpful in that it tells/reminds you of what you need to 

talk about. 


urn of 100 


G 


$ 


In Part 2, in order to help you with ideas that are enough to speak about for 

two minutes, think the what? why? where? when? , etc. 

If you try to use a word, but you cannot remember it, use any similar word. 

Do not insist on using it. This insistence will increase your hesitation and 

pauses and so decrease fluency. 

Observe the tense. For example, if you are talking about something that 

started and finished in the past, simply use the past simple. Using the wrong 

tense is a very common mistake. 

Avoid memorized/rehearsed sentences and speeches as these can affect 

your band very negatively. 

Never ask the examiner to give you feedback on your performance as s/he is 

not allowed to. 

Below is a collection of useful expressions and structures for the speaking 

test. While preparing, try to practice using them. (Source: IELTS Express 

Intermediate by Richard Hallows, Martin Lisboa & Mark Unwin) 
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Speaking Module 


Part 1: Introduction and interview 


introducing your response 

AcLuallyA/Vell/l guess/Let me see ... 

Talking about- your preferences 

What I like/dislike about ... 
Generally, I prefer X to Y. 
I'm not really fond of/I don't really like 
I love/I Can't stand ... 

Talking about frequency 

I often ..., but s a m^ti mas/now arid again I 
I rarely/occasicnally/hardly ever ... 


iwimiiiHHHmui 


Talking about the past . 

I used to live in ... 

I had a part-time job (last year). 

I was a teacher, but now ... 

Describing people and places 

I have a pretty/fairly small/average/large famiJy. 
It's a pretty/fa irly/very small/large/lively/quiet place. 

Talking about future plans 

I hope to go to ... 
I want to ... 
I'd Jove to ... 
I dream of ... 


Parts 2 & 3: Individual long turn and Two-way discussion 


Introducing the topic 

OK then, I would like to talk about .. 
Rig lit, I'm going to tell you about ... 

Introducing art opinion 

To my mind ... 

I suppose ... 

i reckon ... 

1 guass ... 

I doubt ... 

In my opinion/view ... 

I really/strongly believe that ... 

I feel quite strongly about that . 

Personally, I think ... 

I'm really in favour of ... 

Introducing an explanation 

The reason why I don't like 
One of the reasons is that .. 


is that 




Giving an impersonal opinion 

Some people th ink/feel/be 1 1 eve that 

Giving advice : 

(I think) people should ... 

It's important that ... 

It's a good idea (for people) to 

Generalising 

As a rule ... 

Overall/Generally, ... 

On the whole/In general, ... 

Hypothesising ISMHHHfiRfl 
Jf (+ p3st tense), then I think that ... woutd .. 
r'd imagine (that) ... 

Speculating 

It's (very/highly) likely/unlikely that ... will ... 

It probably/definitely won't ... 

It's difficult to say, buT maybe ... 

I'm not sure, but perhaps ... 

I'm pretty certain/sure that ... 

I predict/expect (that) ... 

As far as I can see, (it seams likely that) ... will 


Comparing and contrasting 

For me, X is more/less important 

I don't think X is as ,., as Y. 

... whereas, on the other hand ... 

Evaluating 

I agree up to a point ... 

I tend to agree ... 

I don't really agree/think that ... 

I completely agree/disagree ... 

I'm not really sure that/about ... 

Qualifying an opinion 

Actually, I'm no! ready sure about this, because I've 

never ... 

Well, I guess it depends, because there are many ... 

I think it's hard to say, because ... 

I don't have a strong opinion on this, but probably .. 

Introducing an Opposing viewpoint 

But I think it's also important to consider 
Well, yes, but on the other hand ... 
Except that/Although ... 

Linking ideas 

Plus/Atso/ln addition, ... 

... as well/too 

Another reason why I think ... is (that) 


TherE are two main problems .... Firstly .... Secondly 

I think there are several points to consider ... 

'Buying time' 

Well, let's aes ... 

Mm, let me think about that for a moment. 

That's a good question ... 

Clarifying your idea 

What I'm trying to say IB (that) ... 

Perhaps I should make myself clearer by saying 

What I mean to say \s (that) ... 

Let me put it another way ... 
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